
Five in a Row 
Instructor: Jennifer M. Choate 

WHAT IS FIVE IN A ROW? 

Five in a Row is a literature-based curriculum in which students hear a classic children’s story 
five days in a row and glean from it lessons in geography, social studies, language arts, math, 
art, science, and more along the way. In addition, they develop a love of reading and being read 
to, as well as the ability to analyze and think critically about things that they read. 

HOW WILL THE FIAR CURRICULUM BE USED IN THIS CLASS? 

Since this is a weekly class, reading a story five days in a row will not be possible; therefore the 
curriculum will be altered to fit our needs. We will spend several weeks with each book 
selection, so that students get the benefit of story repetition. Lessons and activities in 
geography, social studies, science, and art will be presented each week. Language arts and 
math will generally not be covered, however please feel free to obtain the book selections or 
watch a read-aloud on YouTube, and cover these topics at home if desired. Students will create 
a notebook full of completed activities that they will take home at the end of the year. In addition, 
they will participate in hands-on activities each week and may bring home additional projects 
and artwork.  

WHAT MATERIALS ARE NEEDED? 

The semester materials fee covers all of the materials needed for the class. Students need only 
show up each week with a smile and be ready to read, learn, and play! 

WHAT WILL WE DO IN CLASS? 

Each class will begin with reading the book selection, along with a supporting book or two. 
Then, students will move to notebooking and hands-on stations. Notebooking stations will have 
a variety of color, cut, and paste activities to choose from, and students will be encouraged to 
choose at least one activity to add to their notebooks each week. Hands-on stations will have 
activities relating to the book selection and may be something the students do or play with in 
class or may be something they complete and take home that day. Examples include games, 
microscope work, model building, art projects, and more. On the last day of each book 
selection, students will participate in a fun project or extended hands-on activity.  

 



WHICH BOOKS WILL BE ROWED? 

Below is the schedule for the year. We will be taking a journey around the world through our 
book selections! Along with social studies, science, and art, students will learn about many 
different countries, including Canada, Scotland, England, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, and 
Japan.  

DATE BOOK SELECTION 

August 2020 

This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids Around 
the World 
by Matt Lamothe 

September 2020 

 
How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World 
by Marjorie Priceman 

October 2020 

 
Very Last First Time 
by Jan Andrews 

November 2020 

 
Wee Gillis 
by Munro Leaf 

December 2020 

 
The Glorious Flight: Across the Channel with Louis Bleriot 
by Alice & Martin Provensen 

January 2021 

 
A New Coat for Anna 
by Harriet Ziefert 

February 2021 

 
Papa Piccolo 
by Carol Talley 

March 2021 

 
Another Celebrated Dancing Bear 
by Gladys Scheffrin-Falk 

April 2021 

 
A Pair of Red Clogs 
by Masako Matsuno 

May 2021 

This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids Around 
the World 
by Matt Lamothe 

  



 

 

 

  


