
Before Five in a Row 
Instructor: Jennifer M. Choate 

WHAT IS BEFORE FIVE IN A ROW? 

Before Five in a Row is a literature-based curriculum in which students hear a classic children’s 
story five days in a row and participate in a variety of learning readiness activities along the way. 
In addition, they develop a love of reading and being read to, as well as the ability to analyze 
and think critically about things that they read. 

HOW WILL THE bFIAR CURRICULUM BE USED IN THIS CLASS? 

Since this is a weekly class, reading a story five days in a row will not be possible; therefore the 
curriculum will be altered to fit our needs. We will spend around 2 weeks with each book 
selection so that students get the benefit of story repetition. Learning readiness activities will be 
presented each week, and students will create a lapbook for each book selection. In addition, 
students will participate in hands-on activities each week.  

WHAT MATERIALS ARE NEEDED? 

The semester materials fee covers all of the materials needed for the class. Students need only 
show up each week with a smile and be ready to read, learn, and play!  

WHAT WILL WE DO IN CLASS? 

Each class will begin with reading the book selection. Then, students will move to lapbooking 
and hands-on stations. Lapbooking stations will have a variety of color, cut, and paste activities 
to choose from, and students will be encouraged to choose at least one activity to add to their 
lapbooks each week. Hands-on stations will have activities relating to the book selection and 
may be something the students do or play with in class or may be something they complete and 
take home that day. Examples include games, microscope work, model building, art projects, 
and more.  

 

 



WHICH BOOKS WILL BE ROWED? 

Below is the schedule for the year. We will be building a rainbow with our book selections! In 
addition to phonics, math, science, and social studies, students will focus on each color of the 
rainbow, color mixing, and creating colorful art.  

DATE BOOK SELECTION 

August 18, 25 
This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids Around the 
World, by Matt Lamothe 

September 1, 8 Red Knit Cap Girl and the Reading Tree, by Naoko Stoop 

September 15, 22, 29 Little Bear’s Little Boat, by Eve Bunting 

October 6, 13 The Carrot Seed, by Ruth Krauss  

October 20, 27 Mighty, Mighty Construction Site, by Sherri Dusky Rinker 

November 3, 10 Yellow Ball, by Molly Bang 

November 17 Thanks for Thanksgiving, by Julie Markes 

December 1, 8 Corduroy, by Don Freeman 

December 15 The Animals’ Santa, by Jan Brett  

January 12, 19, 26 My Blue Boat, by Chris L. Demarest 

February 2, 9 In a Blue Room, by Jim Averbeck 

February 16, 23 Blueberries for Sal, by Robert McCloskey 

March 2, 9 Harold and the Purple Crayon, by Crockett Johnson 

March 23, 30 Miss Rumphius, by Barbara Cooney 

April 6, 13 Blue on Blue by Dianne White 

April 20, 27 How the Crayons Saved the Rainbow, by Monica Sweeney 

May 4, 11 
This is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids Around the 
World, by Matt Lamothe 

 

 

 


